CHAPTER XXV

BATTLE OF THE WITS

Fielding's reappearance in the role of journalist was an
event of prime interest to his contemporaries. Since his
"failure" (so his enemies said) with "The True Patriot"
and "The Jacobite's Journal," he had published "Tom
Jones" and had acquired further prestige as the chief
police magistrate of the metropolis. The attention which
he gained from friends and foes alike was immediate.
Beginning with the first number, his articles were generally
reprinted, somewhat abridged, not only in the two most
substantial monthlies of London but also in "The Scots
Magazine" and other periodicals of the North. There was
also a queer piracy over in Dublin, called directly "The
Covent-Garden Journal." On the title-page stands out in
large letters the name of "Henry Fielding Esq," as the
alias of Sir Alexander Drawcansir. The publisher was the
well-known pirate "James Hoey, at the Sign of the Mer-
cury, in Skinner-Row," who had long been accustomed to
lay his hand upon any London book or pamphlet for which
he thought there would be a sale in Ireland. He began his
periodical, the first number appearing on Thursday, Jan-
uary 23, 1752, as a weekly; but soon afterwards it was
turned into a semi-weekly in order to satisfy the demands
of the students at Dublin University during term-time.
Fielding's leaders and humorous pieces supplied Hoey
with most of his material for many months. The Dublin
"Covent-Grarden Journal," however, was not an exact
reprint of the original. Though the robber took such
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